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A UAPl'Y NEW YEAR.

In commencing a new volume of The Pim:-Ni- x

wo leg leavo to present lo nil our renders,

to our old as well as to our new subscribers,

llio salutations of the season, and wish you ono

and all, as we most sincerely do, A Happy New
Yf.au !

Wo also thank our kind friends for their IS

many unmerited fnors, in zealously laboring

to increase the circulation and consequent use-

fulness of our journal, and in contributing to

its columns such items of information as aro

especially valuable in a local newspaper. We

can only hope and trust that tho relations thus

formed may continue, and that all who believe

in sustaining a well ordered County and State
newspaper will contribute to make The Piue-KI- X

just such a paper as they and their families

can rend with profit and pleasure.

Wo shall constantly labor to make The
Pikenix snch a journal as will be not only an

acceptable but necessary visitor in the family of

every man in the county. To this end w o shall

need the assistance . f our friends and shall

draw largely upon them in supplying us with

such items ns are of local or gcnernl interest

that come within their observation or to their
knowledge.

This will be n year for economy, but wo trust
no one will think of commencing retrenchment
by dropping his country newspaper, for he will

assuredly find that he has begun at the wrong

end. It is in the columns of a local paper
alone that you can find what is of tho nearest
and of the most practical interest to you in the

every duy business of life. For you the details
ol local affairs, and even the marriages, deaths,
and advertisements have n tender, n mournful,

or pecuniary interest, and may always be con-

sulted to pleasure or profit. Then help jour
paper and kelp yourselves. The better it is sus-

tained the moro able, genial and beneficial jou
will find it. Subscribe for The Pikenix and

we shall be able to do ell in our power to Carry
out our wish and make your New Year Happy.

THE SURRENDER OP THE TRAITORS.
In another place wo publish the important

portion of the dispatch from the British gov-

ernment to our own, in effect demanding tho
surrender of tho four persons forcibly taken
from the British contract steamer Trent, by
Capt. Wilkes on the 9th of November last, to
the protection of the Biittsh flag, and the gist
ol Mr. Seward's able reply in behalf of our
government conceding the demand thus made.
Of the propriety and necessity of the alterna-
tives chosen by our government various opin-

ions will be entertained and expressed ; but we

are inclined to believe that a very large majori-

ty of the people of this country the rebels al-

ways excepted, will see in his choice new evi-

dence of the sagacity of the Picsidcnt, in
choosing not to hae but one war on our hands
at a time, and devoting all our energies to the
suppression of the rebellion. At any rate we
feel confident that he has judged wisely, and
that the voice of contemporary nations and

that of impartial history will approve of his
conduct.

The act of Capt. Wilkes in seizing these per-

sons militated against the cherished maxims

ond policy of our government on the rights of
neutials as against those of belligerents, id

though it was very nearly in accordance with

the conduct of Great Britain on several mem-

orable occasions. 'I he important question very
naturally presented itself whether it was better
at this day, when the rights heretofore claimed
by belligerents as against neutrals aro being
moro and more circumscribed, to go back to
the maxims of other years and other nations, nt
a period when might more nearly establish-
ed the right, and thus sacrifice our own enligh-

tened policy in regard to the rights of neutrals,

just as the cardinal piinciples of that policy are
beginning to be recognized and acted upon by
commercial nations, or to guagc our conduct
by those principles, maxims and policy which,
we may with propiiety say, has been hereditary
with us. We think our government has chosen
wisely and chosen well.

So much for the merits of the case presented.
As a matter of present policy, as a clear practi-

cal question, the President has decided it like
a man of sense and sagacity, like one who
clearly understands all (he important issues in-

volved. Had he chosen tho other alternative
the great cause for which we ore all struggling
and for which we havo already expended much
blood and treasure, that of American nation-
ality, would have been lost forever. We have
no idea that Kngland would have conquered
the North in the event of a struggle between
tho two governments we could have beaten
her off with all her gigantic armaments. Ilut
the Southern blockade would have been raised,
the Southern Confederacy acknowledged, and if
by her by all the other European powers also,
and with their aid and trado tho independence
of the rebel States would have been definitely
secured. We need all our strength and ener-

gies to suppress tho rebellion seasonably, before

the business of the country becomes so de

ranged as to render its destruction inevitable.

Wo have no surplus vessels, money or men to
expend in unnecessarily fighting a power so
well prepared at all points for a maritime con-

test on a more coloss.il scale than tho world has

ever seen. Especially do we not want to be
dragooned into such contest against our own
formally avowed ininciplet ond against the
convictions and sympathies of the civilized
world. If we can ever afford to go to war un-

der such circumstances that time is not now.
In this view of the case wo havo not entered

into tho nccour.t tho bullying tone tho British

government usually employ when they think

thero Is a chanco to gain an odva'ntoge, tho

baneful political maxims which have always

seemed to govern Its action especially towards

weaker powers and nations in distress, nor tho

unwarrantable langungcof theprcsaof thatcoun-tr- y.

The time when and tho way and manner
in which that government has chosen to assert
what is claimed and conceded as their right is
annoying, to say tho least. Tho giving up of
the two men who havo dono as much if not
more to beget, bring up and nourish this ac-

cursed rebellion, after we once had them safe-l- y

iu our grasp, 1, somewhat scarifying to
patriot hearts. But it should bo remembered
that their powers of mischief will soonbe brought
to an end, even in the na ural orders of events
but the principles Involved in tho case with
which their names are accidentally associated
aro enduring. They aro but for n day but in.
ternatlonal law is for all time.

Ahuivai, op Ausjs. The Ttutonla, which

arrived in New York on Monday of last week
brought over 75,000 slnnd of arms, principally
rifles for tho government. Tho arms aro near- -
ly all new and nf improved construction. Tho
largest tironortion of them was nrocurcd ill of

Austria. Tho llama recently brought nearly ycr,

as largo n cargo. It is estimated that nearly n but
quarter of a million stand of arms havo been

brought to this country during tho past four
mnntliV tiu tin, Tlfimlinri linn nf Atoflnishins.

li.!,1n. l..n. n W mnmmt of war materials
including infantry and cavalry equipments, have
l,..nn Imnnrtr.l from Iiurone.

A WAR WITH ENGLAND l'HODAULE P

Shall we have n war with England ? This is

tho question that seems to be uppermost in tho

minds of many thinking men in tins state, not- -

withstanding tho cheerful and voluntary sur
render of Mason and Sl'ulell by our govern- -

mcnt. These men believe that Great Ilritain is

bound to pick a quarrel with us at the only of

time when she can hope to gain any advantage
from such a course of conduct! that the 2 rent of
nfTnir irm uriri'il nnnn ns the first and most

(lint if tlii a pnen id ill a.

nnsnil of to til eir entire satisfaction other ore- -

texts, equally potent with them, will bo found to

fnr nunmitiL' n belligerent altitude. In con- -

firmntlnn nf this oniiiion thev noinl lo their
deportation of troops to Canada, to the largo it

increase of their fleets off the American coast,

and the unusual activity displajtd in their
and dock yards.

Wo confess that we do not share in these

apprehensions, nor feo in these preparations
any peculiar cause of alarm. It must be re
mcmbcred that the British press is taken as the
-- I r . f . L t 1 ..:.! r ,l.

1 .
British nation on which reliance is placed by

our apprehensive friends and the views and
discussions of this press, offensive and scurri

lous as its language otlcn has been, were
chiefly based upon the assumption that the ac
tion of Capt. Wilkes was founded upon positive
instructions issued by our government ; and it
is proper to lemark that the British Cabinet
seemed to share, to somo extent, in the same
error. But with the avowals made in Mr. Sew

ard's letter to Lord Lyons, and the prompt and
courteous manner in which our government iel-

ded to the lawful demands of the British Cab-

inet, it seems to us that there can bo no further
cause for present distrust or apprehensions for
the future j at least until some other question,
not now anticipated by either party, shall arise,
AVe must bear in mind that British industry is
in a measure prostrated by tho blockade of the
South , and for this reason we shall hear many U. S. Infantry. lhe company lclt on the

from nnners in the manufac- - tcrnoon train (Wednesday) for Wosh- -

turing interest. But that England seeks n war
with this country in the face and eyes of her
declared neutrality, or that the people of Great
Britain sympathize with the rebel States to a

sufficient extent to force their government into

a war for the present relief of their material

interests, wo are not yet prepared to believe
from any evidence we have seen.

The Git eat Mississipi Expedition. 'I he
foiniidable expedition that is fitting out at
Cairo, Mound City and St. Louis, is now near- -

ly complete and will soon start for its dcstina- -

tion, wherever that may be. There are now

completed for this enterprise 12 gun boats, 3a

mortar boats, and 28 steamboats and tugs.
The gun boats are each 178 feet long by 32
wide, and wlion loaded draw toot. TUoy nrfl
constructed of heavy oak liir.ber and ore cov- -

cred with plates of the best iion 2 2 inches

thick. 'Hie sides incline inward at an angle of

about '15 degrees, so as to glance off a missile
and tho bottoms have nearly the same inclina- -

tion towards the keel. Their motive power is
of the most serviceable character. The anna- -

mcnt of each will consist of rifled guns of tho
heaviest calibre, 08-l- columbiads, and
Dahlgrcnguns. The mortar boats will each carry
one of the heavest mortars known to tho ser
vice. By actual expciimcnt the gun boats arc
ascertained to he shot proof, and the gunners
ore protected by casemates.

The expedition with such an armimeut will,
it is believed, be able to meet successfully any
obstruction in any of the estern rivers.
None of the fortifications between Cairo and
New Orleans have guns ot sufficient calibre to
withstand the terrible pressure that this fleet
will bo able to bring to bear upon them. It
will now be but a short time before n little
wholesome moral suasion will bo administered
to the Mississippi rebels in a way that must
challenge their attention if not their admiration.
If southern reports are to be believed the reb
els already begin to tremble at the thought of
this teriible armada.

Suspension of Specie Payments. Tho
Banks of New Yoik, Boston and Philadelphia
suspended tpecie payments on Monday morning
last, and the other city and country banks will
undoubtedly follow suit as fast as they learn of
the action of tho metropolitan institutions.
This course was rendered necessary by reason
of tho largo advances made by the city banks

to sustain tho credit of the government. The

specie has been drawn from their vaults but
has not ns yet returned in tho ordinary chan
nels of business. No apprehensions need bo
entertained of any commercial crisis from this
suspenaion as there is specie enough in the
country for all business purposes, and the
amount will he increased from our receipts from
California and for breadstuff exported.

A Ckuee Hoax. Tho story of the escape of
Col. Corcoran at tho time of the Charleston
fire, which wo copied from the New York 'Times,

and which appeared in all tho New Yoik papers
at tho time, is a complete fabrication. The

Lieut. Hurd who related it is a mjtli. The

Ptcv. Mr. Miner, Chaplain of tho 2nd Maine

Itegiment, says that tho guards around the

prison wero doubled at tho time and that no
prisoners escaped.

A Goon Hiddance. Messrs. Mason and
Slidell and their secretaries aro to embark on
board tho Niagara on Wednesday next as
special passengers for England. They will now
bo powerless for harm, and in the waning pros
pects of tho rebels powerless for good to those
who havo sent them. It is quite likely that
their slay abroad will bo prolonged beyond
their first anticipations.

Massachusetts. The legislature of Massa- -

chusetls convened in Boston on Wednesday,

The two Houses will probably bo organized by
tho election of John H. Clifford of

New Bedford as President of tho Senate, and

Alex. H. Bullock of Worcester as Speaker pf
tho House. Wm. Kobinson, tho "Warrington"
of tho Springfield ltepullkan, has tho inside

track for tho Cleikship of the House.

New Hami'shiiik. Tlio Republicans and

others of New Hampshire who support the

present national administration in tho suppres- -

ston of tho present rebellion, met in Convention

at Concord on Wednesday. The competing
candidates for governor aro Lemuel N. Pattce

csiieciallv

Antrim, a young and ablo Republican law
and Paul J. Wheeler n Union democrat,
as Gov. Ilerry has held tho offico but ono

year and has given general satisfaction, he will

probably receive the nomination

Wo aro happy to announco that tho 3d Vcr

moni Itegiment aro now fully supplied with

new tents of the pattern used by the 8th, and

that tho 2d Itegiment has recently been sup.
niieu th rubber blankets, and in a few days

.!) j v )lew ,cnU of lh0 sil)cv pattern. Our
brnvc )0V8 j t10 ficj nre now j n fair way of

ije;ng rcndercd comfortabl

Tho 8lh Vermont llcgimcnt are lo bo armed
with the Enfield riflo musket, n fresh supply

which the government has recently received,

The 7tli Itegiment will bo supplied with tents
the army pattern, known as the Sibley tent

Wo learn that Dr. Kdwnrd K. Phelps of
Windsor has been appointed llrigade Surgeon

Gen. Brook's brigade, uhich is composed of

tho Vermont 2nd, 3d, lib, 3th and Cth Ilegi
rncnts. This is an excellent appointment, and

was procured upon the representations of tho

Governor, and at the earnest solicitation of our
Congressional deligation.

lltX'iiiTiTixo ron Tin: 7tii Hi:oiment. AVo

are informed that up to Saturday last 083 men

had been recruited for the 7th Itegiment, Col

ltobcrts commanding, Four uf the companies

those recruited at Itutland, Brandon, John- -

son and Pwanton arc so nearly full that they

l,rooau') ue organized nn'l ordered to Hut- -

ianu in me courso oi a wcck.

LOCAL INTKLLIOEN'CE.
To SunscuinEits. Those of our subscribers

who find it more convenient to pay for their pa

yers at their respectivo pnstofTiccs than to the

rcgulaily appointed agents can do so it tliey
like. Postmasters throughout the county are

authorized to receive money on account of

subscriptions to The Pikenix.

3d Company Vermont Sharp Shooters.
1 ho 3d Company of Sharpshooters raised

in this State, (recruited by Wm. H. Knight of

of this villaga,) was lormally mustered into

the sen ice ot the uniicu otaies, on luesuay
afternoon by Lieut. John W. Jones ol the 12th

ington, where they will receive their uniform

and camp equipage. The following is a roll of

the Company,
Captain.

GilLert Hart, aged of East Dorset.
Lieutenants.

1st. Henry Herbert, 19, Middlebury.
2d. Albert Buxton, 23, So. Londonderry.

Sergeants.
1st. William Newell, 35, Dorset.
2d. Walter M. Smith, 24, Wilmington.
3d. William H. Churchill, 23, So. Londonderry.
.lth. Frederick E. Chirk, 0, Newbury,

oth. Chipman J. Toby, 27, Pawlet,

Corporals.

1st. Albert H. Burgess, 18, Grafton.

2d. Ezekiel B. Northrup, 31, Fairfax.
3d. Alvm Ti T7nlrfllll, 22, RmttlcboiO.
lth. Albeit L. Holland, 20, Grafton.
3th. William A. Shattuck, 27, Winhall.

Cth. Henri E. Giddings, 18, Heading.

7th..Wanen Stevens, 22, Londonderry.
8th, Preserved Potter, 25, Pawlet.

1st. Bugler, Chailcs H. HoUprtson, 23 So. Lon-

douderry.
2d, do. Carolus T. Warner, 19, Landgrove.

Wagoner, Joel P. Stephens, '15, Londonderry.
Privates

Curtis Abbott, 21, East Bethel.

Caleb II. Alexander, 42, Brattleboro.

Philetus Averill, 34, lteadsboro.
John H. Avers, 19, Grafton.
George AV. Barry, 20, Brattleboro.
AA'illiam H. Benson, 22, Landgrove.
AVaitstUl Bliss, 30, Fairfax.
Charles G. Bond, 18, Proctorsvill e.
George F. Britton, 21, Brattleboro.
John II. Brocknay, 19, Brattleboro.
Harvey A. Brophy, 47, East Dorset.
David M. Bullock, 18, lteadsboro.
Zelotes Burlingame, 42, Dummcrston.
Abner L. Butterfield, 29, Dummcrston.
Henry L. Campbell, 20, Londonderry.
James G. B. Clark, 18, Brandon.
Lewis T. Clark, 22, Brandon.

Evert J. Crcssy, 23, lteadsboro.
George AV. Crcssy, 21, do.

Martin A Crcssy, 25, do.

Noycs J. Davis, 27, Brattleboro.
George AV. Dimond, 18, Grafton.

Hosca Dix,.3G, AVhitingbam.

Edmund S. Elmer, 41, Brattleboro.
Gerry H. Emerson, 10, Danny.

Orange G. Emerson, 23, Danby.

Henry 1). Everlelli, 18, Dummerston.
Benjamin F. Giddings, 19, Cavendish.

Ezra Goodcnough, 37, Arlington.
Elisba Hosington, 2G, Dorset.
Alfred P. Howard, 41, Arlington.
Charles H. Howard, 18, Grafton.

Henry H. Houghton, 21, AVestminster.

Charlei'B. Hyde, 22, Pawlet.

Edwin S. Johnson, 19, AVordsboro.

George S. Kimball 30 St. Johnsbury.
William Y. King, 22, Fair ax.

Merrill S. Kendall, 25, Essex Center.

Almon Mason, 21, Brattleboro.
George A. May, 21, lteadsboro.
Allen P. Miller, 27, Cavendish.

George S. Miller, 23, do.

John McGrath, 19, Pawlet.

Atherton Munroc, 44, do.
Charles L. Mullitt, 21, Newfaue.
Lucius 1). Newell, 20, Brattleboro.
Joseph It. Obcr, 25, do.
Henry Obo., 19, do.
Jarcd L. Parris, 22, Danby.
Hayncs Patterson, 31, Landgrove.
Ariel Peabody, 23, Brattleboro.
George B. Phelps, 23, do.
Lewis Pike, 23, Whitingham.
Gilbert H. Prindle, 23, East Poultnoy.
AVilliam E. Putnum, 22, Brattleboro.
Francis J. Itainsay, 23, Bellows Falls.
Harrison L. ltawson, 19, Jamaica.
Kimball P. Hanson, 21, do.

ltiley G, ltawson, 22, do.
Gcorgo A. ltichardson, 22, do.

Georgo W. Bobbins, 37, Newfano.

Grovo S. Scrihun, 20, E. Poultney.
Henry Smith, 27, East Dorset.
Edwin N. Stevens, 31, llcadsboro.
Harvey E. Stewart, 22, E. Walllngford.
Sylvester C. Strong, 21, Ludlow.
AVilliam H. Strow, 25, Weathersfleld.
William Town, 23, Sherburne.
Gcorgo It. Tower, 18, Westminster.

Charles T. Tyler, 20, AVcst Halifax.
Georgo M. Warren, 28, Pawlet.
Lucian Witt, 18, Brattleboro.
Daniel H. Willis, 23, Ncwfanc.
Charles L. AVhitc, 22, Putney.
Eben While, 18, lteadsboro."

AVilliam F. AVhitc, 18, AVordsboro.
Herbert M. Wordcn, 18, Guilford.
Loring AVyman, 37, Grafton.
Gcorgo W. York, 32, Shelburne....

Tho Eighth Regiment.
Tho Eighth Itegiment A'crmont Volunteers,

Col. Stephen Thomas, and tho two batteries of
Light Artillery attached thereto, aro nearly full.
Tho regiment is to bo organized at the maxi-

mum number of 101 to each of tho companies.
The batteries will also be filled to the maximum 9,

15G men to each. The 2nd battery has al

ready been organized at tho minimum number
of 110 men, Capt. Saylcs commanding, and Is

now at Lowell, Ms., in a camp of instruction.
Tho 1st battery, to ho commanded by Capt
Geo. AV. Duncan of Shaftsbury, has now 82
men. The captain is an old artillery officer,
having had many years experience in the regu
lar service.

F'or the regiment proper, 788 men wero
at the date of the last returns on Satur

day. Of these, two companies ono from
Hydcpark and one from Derby aro now in

camp near this village. The companies re
cruited aySt. Johnsbury ond Bradford ore al-

ready organized, and will arrive in n day or
two. Several of the others aro nearly full, that
at AVilliamsville haling between 80 and 90 re-

cruits. If we bear in mind the fact that tho
ground has already been gone over several

times, and that the season of tho year is not

particularly calculated to induce camp life, we

cannot but think that the recruiting for these

regiments has been as rapid as could bo expec-

ted.
Tho two companies now in camp find them

selves in very comfoi table quarters. The

weather of last Saturday was of a character to

test tile sufficiency of the provisions made for

comfort'of the troops, and it was found that
nothing was wanting. Tho soldiers houses

prove to be Ilia very best possible quarters for

lodging the soldiers. They gave such excel-

lent satisafction that in addition to the five al-

ready purchased, the Governor has ordered nine

more, (which he can either purchase or lure as
shall be judged most expedient,) a number suf-

ficient for the ample accommodation of the en

tire regiment. It is now satisfactorily demon-

strated that soldiers can be properly and com-

fortably encamped in A'crmont in the middle

of one of our northern winters.

There are a number of cases of measles

among the troops alieady here, but n large and

commodious dwelling house having been ob

taincd for a hospital, the sick arc well cared
for.

Postmasters in Windham County. As

there have been numerous changes of Post
masters in thin county, mostly by reason of a
change in the national administration during
the past year, wo publish below what we be-

lieve lo be a correct list of the names of tboso

now holding office as Deputy Postmasters in

the county of AVindham :

tAthens, Edward A. Itall ; Brattleboro, Geo.
B. Kellogg j West Brattleboro, P. F. Perry
Brooklinc, B. Stickncyj Dover, S. It. Howej
AVcst Dover, Wm. H. Jones; Dummerston,
Wm. U. Miller; Wot Dummerston, It. Walk
cr; Uralton, J. b Weeks; (luilfnru, Elmer
Mason; Guilfoul Ccntie, S. L. Sibley; Green
ltiver, J. W. Heed ; Halifax, Win. B. Holmes; W

Halifax, F. AV. Plumb ; Jamaica, C. II. Pierce;
Londonderry, David Arnold; South London-

derry, John L. Pierce ; Marlboro, C. E. Bruce ;

West Marlboro, Ira Adams ; Newfane, Samuel
P. Miller; AVilliamsiillc, George L. Howe;
Putney, Hayncs E. Baker; Buckingham, AV,

Stowell; Belluws Falls, A.N. Swain ; Saxton's
ltiver, E. 11. Osgood ; Cambridgcport, Isaac

Glynn; Bartonsvillc, L. W.Adams; Slratton,

Itufus L) man ; Townshc-nd- , Nathaniel Cheney
AVcst Townshcud L. AV. I'age ; A'ernon, Addi
son Whithead; Wardsboro, L. M. Barry; South
AVardsboro, S. Pcltce ; AVcst AVordsboro, O
C. Fitts; AVestminster, Claik Chase; AVcst

Westminster, G. AV. Daniels; AVhitingbam

Henry Goodnow ; Jacksonville, E. T. Itoberls
Wilmington, Lucius AValkcr; AVindham, N
AV. AVood ; South AVindham, It. Harrington.

AVe believe there is an office at Houghton
ville and one at North AVindham, but we do

not know the names of those who hold them
We understand that there is to be a new office

at Sadawga Springs in Whitinghan and another
at Hock ltiver in Dover very soon. In th

town of ltockingham there arc five post offices

and in Somerset none.

An'i.ienvE Dispensation. In the obituary
column will bo found a notice of the death ol

Mrs. AVood of Jamaica, who left her home

among our green hills to minister to the sick

and wounded among our soldiers. She was tho

wife of Arad T. AVood of Jamaica, a member
of Co. I, 4th Vermont Itegiment ; and when

the regiment left for the seat of war she with

her sister-in-la- (Mrs. Johnson) volunteered to

enter tho service of their country as nurses1

After laboring somo time with great zeal an'
usefulness Mrs. AV. fell a prey to the typhoid
fever, of late so prevalent in our camps. Her
husband accompanied her remains to Jamaica,
where ho was immediately taken sick with tho
measles. He is now just able to go out, but is

hoping to return to his regiment in a few weeks.

It cannot with justice bo said of such a man
and woman that they serve their country for

mcic hire.

Fatal Accident. A serious and fatal ac
cull-n- t occurred in Jamaica on Monday evening
Dec. 23d, at about fivo o'clock. It appears that
while Georgo AV. Wood of that town was on
horseback exercising an unruly colt the animal
became frightened at a cat passing near him
and becoming unnianageblo ho plunged dowi

a steep declivity near his residence, amid rock

trees, &c, throwing Mr. AV. from him, who was

struck in the head with great force by the branch
of a tree. He at first thought he was not much

hurt and went to tho assistance of his colt ly
ing near him In a helpless condition. He worked
some time to get his colt up but without sue.
cess. About this time his wife caino to his as
sistance mid prevailed upon him to go to tl

'house, when he was soon taken worso and die
on the following AVednesday morning, after
gieat suffering. He was 31 years of ago am

leaves a wife and ono child to mourn his sad
fate. Tho colt died tho night of tho accident

THE AVeatiieii, after a great many effort
and as much circumlocution as would be neces
sary in a "red tape-- ofllce, has at last settled
down to a measure of cod consistent wi "'I
C'hrUtimis, and in keeping with the season f
th'' U'ur. Last week Thursday morning the

thermometer indicated from 0 to 10 decrees
below zero, and tho next morning it was about
35 degrees above ; but it soon settled back to
tho neighborhood of zero. At St. Johnsbury of
and Montpelter the thermometer was 20 deg.
below on the morning of tho 2Cth. AVo havo
no realizing sense or adequato appreciation of
what tho weather really Is until wo hear from
those hyperborean regions.

AX Ect.irsE. Tho sun was eclipsed rather
early in tho morning for that staid luminary
on Tuesday last. Tho moon's shadow touched
tho sun's disk at 20 minutes past 7, the great-
est obscuration about one-thir- d of the sun's
disk being covered was at 20 minutes past 8,
and the shadow passed off at 15 minutes past

at least such wero tho predictions of the
almanacs, and although the sun was somewhat
obscured wo believe lie "camo to time." Tho
eclipse was total in South America.

Encouhaoe Home Industky. Wo under
stand that Quartermaster General Davis has
supplied the 7lh Vermont llcgimcnt with boots
manufactured by the Company at Chester. Wo
have seen n sample of these boots and to nil
appearance they are superior to those usually
furnished to soldiers. They aro made of tho
best of stock, aro treble soled, ond cost but
$2,07 per pair. AVhcn such articles aro furn-
ished at home it is useless to look abroad for
supplies.

SociAr.l.E. A sociable gathering is to 1;

eld this (Thursday) evening, at tho Baptist
iV'slry, to which all aro invited to pass a pleas.

ant hour and lo bring any donation for tho

Pastor or Society thev may feel disposed to
make. The many friends of tho ltev. Mr.

Carpenter in this village will not neglect this
pportunity to testify to their appreciation of

his professional and social worth.

ITiF The late fire in Jamaica by which Charles
D. Head's Tannery was burned, proves to have
occasioned a much greater destruction of prop
erty than was nt first supposed. The loss is

pwnrds of $0000 aside from that covered by
nsurancc.

AViiitinqham. The annual meeting of the
Whitingham Agricultural Society will be held
at Jacksonville on Saturday evening of this
week nt John Corkins' Inn, for tho choice o

fficers and the transaction of other business.

Tin: A'eiimont Cavalisy. The First A'cr

mont Cavalrv arrived nt AnnnnnHg nn Tlnirs.
day last, nnu forthwith went, with several other
cavalrv regiments, into the "Lamp ot Instruc
tion" located at that place. Brisr.-Ge- J. P
Hatch, n graduate of AVest Point, in the class
of 1815, and a captain of cavalry in the regular
army, commands the camp. The regiment is
to remain at Annapolis for the winter, in order
o lie thoroughly drilled in cavalry tactics, so as

be ready lor active service early m the
spring. JJurlwglon limes.

The editor of tho Montpelier B'arWonaii,
Congressman Walton, in writing from Wash-
ington says: "Major Ljndeis now in Washing-
ton to make a last effort to obtain a court mar-
tial. He demanded this in New Mexico, again
in St. Louis, and finally at head quarters here,
but was dismissed lrom the service without trial.
To get a trial, be must first bo restored." Ma- -
or James Lviule is n A'ermonter who was dis

missed from service on account of his shameful
surrender to tho rebels in Texas. He is a native
of Willianistown, and a brother of the Hon.

ohn Lj nde of that town. He married a South-r- n

lady, hut by his friends he is not believed
to entertain secession sjmpathics.

Chaffee's mills in llochcster. consisting of a
grist-mil- l and saw-mi- ll valued at $3000, were
destroed by firo on the night of Dec. 13th,
supposed to hac been the work ot an incendi-
ary. Insured for $2000 in the AVindsor County
Mutual.

The Powder Manufacturing Company of
iiennington, nave been given n second goicrn-me-

contract for one thousand barrels of pow-
der, amounting in value to $18,000. An article
of tho first order is required.

The Middlebury llemsler pais that the family
of Mr. Bond of Cornwall, which recently cel-

ebrated its golden wedding have siuco their
marrianc 50 vcars occupied the same house.
in which was reared their family of eight chil-
dren all still liwng and several grandchil-
dren, and there has tucer been a death in the
house.

The annual session of tho Grand Lodce of
v crmont will be held iu Burlington, on Wed-
nesday January 8, 1802. All the railroads will
carry tor fare one way. An unusually Ian
number ol the order are expected to be present.

The officers of the "Island Pond Lodce, No,
44." were nuhliclv installed nt the Concm-irn- .

tional Church iu Island Pond, on tho evening
of Christmas day. The exercises consisted of
praicr, vocal and instrumental music, the usual
installation ceremonies, and an exceedingly well
wriucn niiurcss lrom uco. i. uaie, P.sq. lhe
officers of this flourishing Lo.lgc nre N. P.
Bowman, M. ; A. P. AValerhouse S. W. j A.
11. --Ncedhi'in, J. XV. ; A. J. Howard, Trcas,
J. AV. Davis, Secretary; Geo. N. Dale, S. D. ;

u. j. Auams, j. u. ; M. Jung, 1. Andrews,
Stewards; E. II. Walker, Tyler.

The annual meeting of theCcnnccticut ltiver
A'alley Agricultural and Industrial Associr lion
is to beheld nt tho Junction House Whito ltiver
Junction, on Thursday, January Oth.

ltev. M. P. Parmlee has resigned tho Chap
laincy of the 3d A't. Itegiment for tho purpose
of entering the foreign Missionary field, under
the direction ot tho Amcrica'i Hoard.

By permission of the commander-in-chie- f.

AYm. J. Cain, of tho 2d A'ermont Itegiment,
has just n turned from Washington, and com- -

mcuceil recruiting in Itutland for tho Butler
Artillery.

The bodies of John Clough of Stanford nnd
Of George Fbwler, Jr., of Arlington, privates
in Co. A, 2nd Vermont, have been returned lo
their respective homes for burial.

The Band of tho 2d A'ermont has returned
home having been mustered out and discharged
lrom the service, ive are glad that the depart
mcnt is learning to economize. A baud to i

brigade will do, but one to a regiment is a use
less expense.

AVilliam Brown, an Englishman, was found
frozen to death in the highway near his resi
dence in AVest Newbuiy, on the morning of tho
2Uth.

An Irishman and wife, (names unknown)
while on their way from AVest Itutland to spend
Christmas with their friends in Hydevillo were
overtaken by tho snow storm of last Tuesday
night, Becoming fatigued and too much over-
come by tho Influence of bad rum, they laid
down to rest and both fell asleep. Tho woman
was frozen to death, and thu man nearly per-
ished.

A jail bird named Alonzo Clark, who bears
several aliases, has been doing a big horse steal
ing business in A'ermont, New Hampshire unit
New A'oik. Since last August ho lias stolen
some ten horses, besides nny number of w ag-
ons, sleighs, harnesses and buffaloes. He has
dark eyes and hair, liltlo or no beard, seldom
if ever shaves, hut carries falso whiskers and
moustache, and Is about 5 feet 3 or 0 inches In
night. Tho A'ermontcrs are excited iu regard
lo the matter.

Tho Montnelier Watchman of Tuesday sajsi
The venerable Capt. Jewell, father of Col. E.
P. Jew ett, of this village, died on Suiulav night,
llio 29th, nt tho ndinnced ago of 93 years.
Funeral at two o'clock Wednesday afternoon at
at the midence of Colonel Jew ett,

MASON AND SLID EM, SURRENDERED.
Tho news of tho settlement of tho Impending

difficulty with Great Britain by the surrender
ns

Mason and Slidell, was received in this vil-

lage Saturday evening by telegraph, and it is

perhaps needless lo say that it created tho

surprise. From llio premonitory
symptoms that had been rbscrvaUo several

days few entertained any doubts that it would

come to this result at last, hut so early an

adoption of that conclusion by our govern
ment led lo an almost feverish anxiety on the

part of all to sec tho correspondence in detail.

That correspondence is now before tho public,
and, although the question is decided, it is for
tho people to judge of tho correctness of the
decision. For our part we can see no grounds
for doubting tho wisdom of the courso pursued
by the administration, nor fir questioning tho
conclusions to which it has arrived. The de-

mand was made in a courteous manner by the
British government, in n Idler from Earl Itus-sc- ll

to Lord Lyons, dated Nov. 30th. After to

detailing a history of thu Trent affair as derived
from the officers of that vessel, ho says :

It thus anuears that certain individuals have
been forcibly taken fro n a British vessel, the
ship of n neutral power on a lawful an innocent

.-- pa 1. irvnynge, nu nci oi violence wiiicu w.ts mi mirum
to the British lint:, nnd a violation of interna
tional law. Her majesty's government nre
willing to believe the net was without authority

inand resulted from a misunderstanding, as the
government of the United States must ho fully
uware that the British government would not
allow such an affront to her national honor to
pass without full reparation, mid the British
government is unwilling to believe tho United
States deliberately intended, unnecessarily, to
forco a discussion of so grave n question be-

tween tho two governments. Her majesty's
government trusts that the government of the
United States will, of its own accord, offer
such redress os alone could satisfy them, name-
ly, the liberation of tho four persons, and their
delivery to Lord Lyons, that they may again bo
placed under British protection, and a suitable
apology for the agression committed. Should
these terms not be offered by Mr. Seward you
will propose them to him.

In his reply Mr. Seward nftcr
tho points of Earl llusscll's letter gives the
American version of the affair, from which he

proceeds to argue the case ns follows :

Your lordship. will now perceive that the case
before u, instead of presenting a merely fla-

grant act of violence on the part of Cupt.
Wilkes, as might well bo inferred from the in-

complete statement of it that went op to the
British government, was undertaken as a sim-

ple, legal and customary belligerent proceeding
by Capt. Wilkes, to orreit and capture a neu- -

tral vessel engaged in laming contraband of
war lor the use and benelit ol the insurgents.
The question before us is, whether the proceed
ing was authorized by. and conducted according
to, the law of nations. It involves the follow,
ing inquiiies :

1. Were the persons named, and their sup-- j
posed dispatches, contraband of war ?

2. Might Capt. Wilkes lawfully stop and
search the Trent for these contraband persons
and dispatches?

3. Did he exercise that right in a lawful and
proper manner?

4. liming found the contraband persons on
board, and in presumed possession of lhe con-

traband dispatches, bad ho n right to capture
the persons ?

5. Did ho exercise that right of capture in
the manner allowed and recognised by the law
of nations?

If all these inquiries shall bo resolved in the
affirmation the British govcrnmenl will have no
claim for reparation. The Secretary then pro-

ceeds to consider them separately and finds af-

firmative answers to the first four. The fifth
question contains the points at issue. The

great question is. "What is the manner which
the law of nations prescribes for disposing of
the contraband when you have found and seized
it on board of a neutral vessel?" If it is the
vessel or freight it must be sent into a con-

venient port and bo tried and decided by an
admiralty court, but in relation to contraband
persons the law and authorities are silent.

Hero are conflicting claims which require a
tribunal and a trial. The captuis and captured

arc equal ; the neutral and belligerent state arc
equals.

In further aigumcnt on this importantques-tio- n

Mr. Seward says :

AVhilo the law authorities were found silent, it
was suggested nt an early day by this govern-
ment that you should take the captured persons
into a convenient port, nnd institute judicial
proceedings, thero to try the controversy. But
only courts of admiralty havu jurisdiction in
maritime cases, and these courts have formulas
lo try only claims to contraband chattels, but
none to try claims concerning contraband per-
sons. The courts can entertain no proceedings
nnd render no judgment iu favor of or against
the alleged contraband men. it was replied,
all this is true ; but you can reach in those
courts a decision which will have the moral
weight of a judicial one by a circuitous pro-
ceeding. Convey the suspected men, together
with the suspected vessel, into port, and try
thero the question whether the vessel is contra-
band. A'ou can prove it to bu so by proving
tho suspec cd men to be contraband, and the
court must then dctcrminu the vessel to be
contraband. If the men are not contraband
the vessel will escape condemnation. Still
there is no jugnient for or against the captured
persons. But it was assumed that there would
result from the determination of the court con-

cerning tho vessel a legal certainty concerning
the character of the men. This courso of pro-

ceeding seemed open to many objections. It
elevates the incidental inferior private interest
into the proper place of the main paramount
public one, and possibly it may make the s,

the safety or tho existence of a nation
depend on the accidents of a merely personal
and pecuniary litigation. Moreover, when the
judgment of the prize court upon tho lawful-

ness of tho capture of thu vessel is rendered,
it really concludes nothing, and hinds neither
the belligerent state nor thu neutral upon the
great question of the disposition to bo made of
tho captured contraband persons. 1 hat ques-
tion Is tilt to ho really determined, if nt all, by
diplomatic arrangement or by war.

If the question is not decided in this circuit- -

ou i miiiucr, it must bo determined by tho cap
tor himself on the deck of the prize vessel, a
course which in the end must almost inevitably
lead to war. He continues:

I think ull unprejudiced minus win agree
that, imperfect ns tho existing judicial remedy
may he supposed to be, it would be, as a gen- -

eial practice, better to fullow it than lo adopt
tho summary one of leaving tho decision with
.1 - .!. I I..!llio captor, nun reining unun iiipioiuaucucuuii--
to review Ills decision. Pinclicully it is a ques-
tion of choice between law, with its imperfec-

tions nnd delays, and war, with its evils and
desolations. In the present case Capt. Wi'kes,
after capturing the contraband persons, nnd
making prize of the Trent in what seems to us

a perfectly lawful manner, instead of sending
i...! : .... ...i..,.,i l,,.- - Ihu capture,

Ho thus effectuallyher voyage.cargo upon
prevented lhe judicial examination which might

I,,,, nrrurred. If now tho capture
of contraband persons, aud the capture of the

contraband vessels, ore lo bu regarded, not as
distinct transactions under tho

law of nations, but as ono transaction, ono
capture only, then It follow that the capture in
this case was icu uimuisueu or wus nunuiinncu,
u'lii-iliu- r iho United States hale a right to ro.
tain tho chief public benefits of it, namely, the
custody of tho cr Mured persons, on proving
them to ho contraband, will depend upon thu
preliminary question whether the leaving of

D

the transaction unfinMied wns necessary, or
whether it wns unnecessary, nnd, therefore,
voluntary. If it was necessary, Great Britain,

wo suppose, must of course, waive the de-

fect, and tlw consequent failure of the judicial
remedy. On the other hand, It is not seen how

United States can insist on her waiver of
that judicial remedy, if tho defect of the cap-

ture resulted from nn net of Capt. Wilkes,
which would be a fault on their own side."

Mr. Seward next proceeds to examine tho

action of Capt. AVilkcs in tho premises, and
corn's to tho conclusion that "it mast bo held

that Capt. AVilkcs, as he explains himself, acted
from combined sentiments ot prudenco and
generosity, and so the release of the prizo ves-

sel was not strictly necessary or voluntary."
Mr. Seward thus states his conclusions :

I trust I have shown to the satisfaction of tho
British government, by a very simple and nat-
ural statement of tho facts, and an analysis of
law applicable to them, that this government
has neither meditated nor practiced, nor ap-

proved any deliberate wrong in tho transaction
which they have called its uttention, and on

tho contrary, that what has happened lias been
simply nn inadvertency, consisting in a depar-
ture by the naval officer, free from any wrong-
ful motive, from a rule uncertainly established,
nnd probably by the several parties concerned,
cither imperfectly understood or entirely un-

known. For this error the BritUh government
has n right to expect the same reparation that
we, as nn independent state, should expect from
Great Ilritain, or from any otlitr friendly nation,

n similar case. I have not been unaware,
that in examining this question, 1 have fallen
into an argument for what appears to be tho
British side of it, against my own country.
But I am relieved from all embarrassment on
that subject. I had hardly fallen into that line
uf argument, when I discovered that I was
really defending and maintaining, not an ex-

clusively British interest, but an old, honored
and cherished American cause, not upon Brit-
ish authorities, but upon principles that consti-
tute a large portion of the distinctive policy by
which the United States have developed tho
resources of a continent, and thus becoming a
considerable mar'ttimo power, have won the re-
spect and confidence of many nations. Thcsu
principles were laid down for us in 1801, by
JnmesMadjson when secretary of state in iho
administration of Thomas Jeflerson, in instruc-
tions given to James Monroe, our minister to
England. Although the case before him con-
cerned n description of persons different from
those who are incidentally tho subjects of tho
present discussion, the ground he assumed then
was the the same I now occupy, and the argu-
ments bv which ho sustained himself upon it
have been an inspiration to me in preparing
this reply. 'Whenever,' he says, 'properly found
in a neutral vessel is supposed to be liable on
any ground to capture and condemnation, the
rule in all cases is that the question shall not
be decided by the captor, but be carried before
? legal tribunal, where n regular trial may bo

"u "ero me cupiui imuseii is nauiu iu
damages lor nn abuse oi his power. Can it be
reasonable, then, or iust, that n belligerent
commander who is thus restricted, and thus re-

sponsible in a case of mere property, or trivial
amount, shnll be permitted, without recurring
to any tribunal whatever, to examine the crew
of a neutral vessel, to decide tho important
question of their respective allegiances, and to
carry that decision into execution by forcing
every individual he may choose into a service
abhorrent to his feelings, cutting him off from
his most tender connections, exposing his mind
and his person to the most humiliating disci-
pline, and his life itself to the greatest danger ?
lteasfln, justice and humanity unite in protest-
ing against so extravagant a proceeding.'

If I decide this ease in favor of my own gov-
ernment, I must disallow its most cherished
principles, and reverse and forever abandon its
essential policy. The country cannot afford tho
sacrifice. If I maintain those principles and
adhere to that policy, I must surrender the casu
itself. It will be seen therefore, that this gov-
ernment could not deny the justice of the claim
presented. AVe arc asked to do to the British
nation, just what wo have always insisted all
nations ought to do to us. The claim ot tho
British government is not made in a discour-
teous manner. This government, since its first
organization, has never used more guarded
language in a similar case.

In coming to my conclusion I have not for-

gotten that, if the safety of the Union required
tho detention of th captured persons, it would
be tho right and duty of this government to
detain them. But too effectual check and
waning proportions of the existing insurrec-
tion, as well as the comparative unimportance
of the captured persons themselves, when dis-

passionately weighed, happily forbid me from
resorting to that defense. Nor am I aware
that American citizens arc not in any case lobe
unnecessarily surrendered, for any purpose into
the keeping of a foreign state. Only the cap-

tured persons however, or others who are inter-
ested in them, could justly raise a question on
that groiuul. Nor have 1 been tempted at all
bv suggestions that cases might be found in
history where Great Britain refused to yield to
other nations, and even lo ourselves, claims like
that which is now before us. Those cases oc-

curred when Great Britain, as well as the Unit-
ed States, was tho home of generations which
with nil their peculiar interests nnd passions,
have passed away, bhe could in no otner way
so eueciuauy uisavow any sui-- mjui us u
tnink she does now, by assuming as her own
the ground upon which we then stood. It
would tell liltlo for our claims to the character
of u just and magnanimous people, if we should
so far consent to bo guided by the law of re-

taliation, as to lift up buried injuries from their
graves to oppose against what national consis-
tency and the national conscience compel us to
legard as a claim intrinsically right. Putting
behind mo all suggestions of this kind, I pre
fer to express my satisfaction that by the adjust
ment of the present case upon principles con-

fessedly American, and jet, as I trust, mutual-
ly satisfactory to both of the nations concerned,
a question is finally and rightly settled between
them, which heretofore exhausted not only all
forms of peaceful discussion, but also the arbi-
trament of war itself, for more than half a cen-
tury alienated the two countries from each oth-
er, and perplexed with fears and apprehensions
ull other nations. ,

The four persons in question nre now held iu
military custody at Fort AVnrren, in tho Stato
of Massachusetts. They will be cheerfully
liberated. A'our lordship will please indicate a
time for receiving them.

I avail myself of this occasion to offer to
your lordship a renewed assurance of my very
high consideration. Wn.tMM II. Sewaiid.

One of the zealous chaplains of tho army of
the Potomac called on a colonel noted for his
profanity, in order to talk abjut tho religious

interest of his men. He wns politely received
nnd beckoned to a seat on a chest. "Colonel,"
said he, "you hae ono of the finest regiments
in the armv." "I think so," replied lhe l.

"Do )ou think you pay sufficient atten-
tion to tho religious instruction ot your men?"
"Well, I don't know," replied tho colonel. "A
lively interest has been awakened the reg-

iment the Lord has blessed the labors of his
servants, and ten men have been already bap-
tized." This was a rival regiment. "Is that
so,' pon honor?" asked tho colonel. "Yes,
sir." "Sergeant," said tho colonel to an atten-
ding orderly' "have fifteen men detailed imme-
diately to bo baptized. I'll be d d if I'll bo
outdone iu any respect 1" The chaplain look
note of tho interview and withdrew.

A Sutler's Piioeits. Our friend Greene
iu writing from Port Hojal as tho regular cor-

respondent of tho Boston Journal, thus speaks
of the profits of the sutler of that post :

"The best office ever given by a cabinet offi-

cer to a friend is held by the worthy and
Mr. Samuel Barr of New A'ork. His

sales are $3000 n dny, gold across tho counter,
und thu profits not lees than eight to ten bun-drc- d

dollars on the same. Ho is tho only nu.
ihorizcd sutler of tho division, and has tho
monopoly, with thirty clerks to assist. Tho
p.ngusii suiters cxpeci to clear two dollars a
month off each soldier and person connected


